
Universal Precautions: 

 

To minimize the risk of exposure to blood and body fluids, and to prevent the transmission of 
HIV/Hepatitis B infection (and other infections), Universal Precautions will be utilized. Recognizing the 
concept of Universal Precautions, human blood and body fluids are treated as if known to be infectious 
for HIV, HBV, and other blood borne pathogens. All soiled linen is assumed to be contaminated. 
Universal Precautions apply to all personnel who handle soiled linen during moving, containing, 
unloading and sorting this linen.  

Specific guidelines for these personnel include: 

• Disposable gloves are to be put on by all personnel prior to sorting or handling soiled medical 
laundry. Disposable gloves, with extra pairs, are to be maintained at the sorter's work area. Personnel 
must notify his/her Supervisor immediately if additional disposable gloves are needed.  

• Gowns are to be maintained in the soil sort work area. Personnel must wear gowns whenever 
handling soiled medical laundry. Used gowns are placed in the soiled laundry bin at the end of each 
work shift. Under no circumstances shall the gowns be worn outside of the soil room or taken home by 
employees. 

• Gloves and gowns are maintained in the soil sort area for maintenance personnel. Gloves and 
gowns must be worn whenever they perform maintenance work on equipment contaminated by soiled 
medical laundry. 

 

Universal Precautions and Personal Protective Equipment guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

 

• All soiled linen is assumed to be contaminated. Soiled linen with blood or body fluids is 
considered potentially infectious.   

• All soiled linen must be handled and collected with minimal agitation at all times to prevent 
contamination of air, surfaces, clean textiles and persons. 

• Gloves must be worn when contact with blood, body fluids, human tissues, or contaminated 
surfaces is anticipated. Gloves must be worn whenever there is non-intact skin (cuts, chapped, wounds).  

• Gowns must be worn while working with soiled medical laundry. 

• Masks and eye protection must be worn during the sorting of soiled medical laundry. 

• All needle sticks/sharps or contamination of non-intact skin by blood, body fluids or OPIM must 
be reported to the appropriate supervisor. 



• Personnel must wash their hands if they come into contact with blood or other bodily fluids, 
even when gloves are used. If other skin surfaces come in contact with blood, body fluids, or OPIM they 
should be washed immediately with soap and water. 

• Our company’s hand washing policy must be followed at all times. 

• Other personnel/visitors going up to the soil sort deck should don gloves, as the handrail will be 
used.  Upon leaving the deck, HandCraft’s hand washing policy should be followed. 


