TRS AL

Stre i d Promoting the Linen, Unifa . . .
A e L e 1800 Diagonal Road = Suite 200 = Alexandria, VA 22314 = 877.770.9274 = 703.519.0020 = WWW.trsa.org

Highway/Road Investment

President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the law creating the National Interstate Highway System in 1956 and it was
largely designed and constructed during the 1960s and 1970s, at a time when the population of the United States
was approximately 200 million. Today there are more than 310 million people using America’s roads and bridges,
an increase of over 50 percent. Highway congestion is costing more than $74 billion annually in lost productivity,
wasted fuel, and lost time with family and friends. It is estimated that in 2020 congestion will cause severe
transportation delays along growing stretches of interstate highways.

BACKGROUND

President Obama signed into law a five-year, $305.5 billion surface transportation authorization bill that
reauthorizes the federal highway and public transportation programs for fiscal years (FY) 2016-2020, the Fixing
America’s Surface Transportation Act (FAST Act). It is the first long-term surface transportation bill since TEA-21
in 1998 and stops the cycle of 36 extensions.

The legislation grows annual federal highway investment by 15.1 percent from the current $40.3 billion to $46.4
billion by Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 and boosts core transit program investment by 17.8 percent from $10.7 billion to
$12.6 billion in FY 2020.

The FAST Act, however, does not provide a permanent solution to the Highway Trust Fund’s structural revenue
deficit. The measure uses a variety of one-time cost savings and non-transportation resources to supplement
incoming trust fund revenue to support its investment levels over the next five years. As such, the Highway Trust
Fund will be facing another revenue shortfall in roughly four years and the current $15 billion per year gap will
widen between what current trust fund receipts can support and the existing investment level.

TRSA POSITION

We are no longer facing a future highway maintenance crisis — we’re living it — and every day we fail to invest,
we’re putting more lives at risk. Time wasted sitting in traffic has skyrocketed. Motorists now pay an average of
$1,600 due to repairs and congestion each year. Transportation issues lead to a loss of $74.5 billion sitting in
gridlock.

ACTION

TRSA supports a 20-cent-per-gallon fee on motor fuels — collected at the wholesale rack — as a way of raising
funding for investment in infrastructure. This fee would be phased in over four years at a nickel per year and
generate $340 billion over the next decade for road and bridge repair and replacement. The Highway Trust Fund
should be protected from being used for other parts of the budget not related to surface transportation.



